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century, we recognize that rural America will
continue to be a cornerstone of our national
prosperity. Generating more than 22 million
jobs and contributing a trillion dollars each
year to our economy, American agriculture
is one of our most important and productive
industries.

However, farmers and ranchers do not live
or work in isolation; the labor of many peo-
ple, both rural and urban Americans, helps
provide the agricultural products so vital to
our health, our prosperity, and our quality
of life. What connects farms and ranches with
urban stores and consumers is a network of
farmers, ranchers, agribusiness industries,
scientists, inspectors, shippers, retail dis-
tributors, and others who work together to
grow, process, and share the bounty of our
great land.

During National Farm-City Week, let us
pause to give thanks for that bounty. Let us
acknowledge the efforts of the many hard-
working men and women across our country
who dedicate their lives to producing the
world’s safest, most abundant supply of food
and fiber. And let us be thankful for the
strength and productivity of the working rela-
tionship between America’s rural and urban
communities.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 19
through November 25, 1999, as National
Farm-City Week. I call upon all Americans,
in rural and urban communities alike, to rec-
ognize the achievements of all those who
work together to promote America’s agricul-
tural abundance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 22, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 23.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Aeronautics and Space Activities

November 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during Fiscal Year (FY) 1998, as re-
quired under section 206 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and
space activities involved 14 contributing de-
partments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and the results of their ongoing re-
search and development affect the Nation in
many ways.

A wide variety of aeronautics and space
developments took place during FY 1998.
The National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) successfully completed five
Space Shuttle flights. There were 29 success-
ful Expendable Launch Vehicle (ELV)
launches in FY 1998. Of those, 3 were
NASA-managed missions, 2 were NASA-
funded/Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA)-licensed missions, 8 were Department
of Defense (DOD)-managed missions, and
16 were FAA-licensed commercial launches.
Scientists also made some dramatic new dis-
coveries in various space-related fields such
as space science, Earth science, and remote
sensing, and life and microgravity science. In
aeronautics, activities included work on high-
speed research, advanced subsonic tech-
nology, and technologies designed to im-
prove the safety and efficiency of our com-
mercial airlines and air traffic control system.

Close international cooperation with Rus-
sia occurred on the Shuttle-Mir docking mis-
sions and on the ISS program. The United
States also entered into new forms of co-
operation with its partners in Europe, South
America, and Asia.

Thus, FY 1998 was a very successful one
for U.S. aeronautics and space programs. Ef-
forts in these areas have contributed signifi-
cantly to the Nation’s scientific and technical
knowledge, international cooperation, a
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healthier environment, and a more competi-
tive economy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 18, 1999.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of
Ireland and an Exchange With
Reporters in Istanbul
November 19, 1999

Northern Ireland Peace Process
President Clinton. Good morning. Let

me say to all of you that I’m delighted to
have this chance to meet with the Taoiseach
and talk about the Irish peace process. I want
to congratulate Prime Minister Ahern, Prime
Minister Blair, and clearly, Senator Mitchell
and the parties for the progress that has been
made in the last few days. It’s obvious that
the parties have really worked hard to reaf-
firm their common commitment to the Good
Friday accord, to hear each other’s concerns
and then to develop a step-by-step plan to
actually consummate this peace agreement.
So I’m very hopeful, and I want to thank you
for what you’ve done.

Prime Minister Ahern. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, I want to thank the President for his
interest in Irish matters this last 7 years. For
the last 5 years, we have developed the
Northern Ireland peace process. I particu-
larly want to thank him for giving one of his
best and trusted colleagues to Ireland, Sen-
ator George Mitchell. He has almost spent
5 years with us in one forum or another, and
we thank him for that.

We particularly thank him for this third
round of discussions this year, 11 weeks of
intensive dialog, of comprehensive discus-
sions, which he has chaired throughout. And
can I add, I think a great part of the trust
and the confidence which we could not gen-
erate earlier this year was assisted by the fact
that we could use the United States Embassy
in London which, I think, created a new con-
fidence for the parties, and we appreciated
that. And it allowed the parties to get away
from the ordinary, run-of-the-mill activities

and to concentrate their minds. So that was
a great help.

The reality is now, we’re within a week
or two of devolution of all the things that
can bring the Good Friday agreement to re-
ality. I just hope that all of the work that’s
been done by Senator Mitchell concluded
yesterday successfully. I will now allow it to
go forward.

And from the Irish Government’s point of
view, working in partnership with the British
Government, with Tony Blair, working with
the great assistance with the President, this
is an opportunity which most people thought
we’d never get. We have it now. It’s for us
to make it work. And I believe that the part-
nership government, working with the new
institutions, the north-south bodies, it will
allow us to go forward in peace and con-
fidence and prosperity, and we appreciate
that opportunity, President.

Decommissioning of Weapons
Q. Mr. President, the IRA statement yes-

terday made no mention of an actual turn-
over of weapons. Can there be a real peace
until that happens?

President Clinton. Well, that is required
by the Good Friday accord, and I think the
fact that they have committed themselves to
a process involving General de Chastelain
and the decommissioning body indicates
where this is going.

My sense is—and maybe Prime Minister
Ahern would like to comment, he knows
more than I do—but my sense is that both
sides know what the other is going to say
and do along this road and that this is the
next step. And I thought it was an encour-
aging statement. It’s certainly the most forth-
coming the IRA has been as opposed to Sinn
Fein, and so I think that we’re moving in
the right direction.

Prime Minister Ahern. What the Presi-
dent says is absolutely correct, and I think
the IRA statement has to be read in conjunc-
tion with the Sinn Fein statement of the pre-
vious day. And the key aspect that people
should remember is that last July, when Tony
Blair and I tried to bring this to this stage
of completion and did not succeed, it was
the actions of an IRA statement. And the
IRA, at that stage, had not agreed to put


